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Miles Davis and Juliette Greco, Jackson Pollock and Jack Kerouac, Marlon Brando and Bob Dylan and
William Burroughs.
What do all these people have in common? Fame, of course, and undeniable talent. But most of all, they
were cool.
Birth of the Cool is a stunningly illustrated, brilliantly written cultural history of the American avant-garde in
the 1940s and 1950s -- the decades in which cool was born. From intimate interviews with cool icons like
poet Allen Ginsberg, bop saxophonist Jackie McLean, and Living Theatre cofounder Judith Malina, award-
winning journalist and poet Lewis MacAdams extracts the essence of cool. Taking us inside the most
influential and experimental art movements of the twentieth century -- from the Harlem jazz joints where
Dizzy Gillespie and Charlie Parker invented bebop to the back room at Max's Kansas City when Andy
Warhol was holding court to backstage at the Newport Folk Festival the night Bob Dylan went electric, from
Surrealism to the Black Mountain School to Zen -- MacAdams traces the evolution of cool from the very
fringes of society to the mainstream.
Born of World War II, raised on atomic-age paranoia, cast out of the culture by the realities of racism and the
insanity of the Cold War, cool is now, perversely, as conventional as you can get. Allen Ginsberg suited up
for Gap ads. Volvo appropriated a phrase from Jack Kerouac's On the Road for its TV commercials. How
one became the other is a terrific story, and it is presented here in a gorgeous package, rich with the coolest
photographs of the black-and-white era from Robert Doisneau, Henri Cartier-Bresson, Man Ray, and many
others.
Drawing a direct line between Lester Young wearing his pork-pie hat and his crepe-sole shoes staring out his
hotel window at Birdland to the author's three-year-old daughter saying "cool" while watching a Scooby-Doo
cartoon at the cusp of a new millennium, Birth of the Cool is a cool book about a hot subject...maybe even
the coolest book ever.
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From reader reviews:

Bertha Montes:

Here thing why this Birth of the Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde are different and reliable
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Birth of the Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
reserve that similar with Birth of the Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Birth of
the Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde in e-book can be your option.

James Soltero:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Birth of the Cool: Beat, Bebop, and
the American Avant Garde book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Fannie Vincent:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is definitely Birth of the Cool: Beat, Bebop, and the American Avant Garde.

William Hayes:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Birth of the Cool: Beat, Bebop, and
the American Avant Garde which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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