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According to Bertman, just as an individual needs memories to maintain a sense of personal identity, so does
a nation need them in order to survive. Like Alzheimer victims, however, today's Americans are rapidly
losing a consciousness of history, and with it, a sense of national identity and direction.

Sixty percent of adult Americans don't know the name of the president who ordered the dropping of the first
atomic bomb, 42% of college seniors can't place the Civil War in the right half-century, and 24% think
Columbus discovered America in the 1500s. Meanwhile, more American teenagers can name the Three
Stooges than the three branches of the federal government.

Applying the metaphor of Alzheimer's disease to our national state of mind, Bertman offers a chilling
prognosis for our country's future unless radical steps for recovery are taken. He offers psychological
insights into the nature of memory with perspectives on the meaning and future of democracy. With
compelling evidence, the book demonstrates that cultural amnesia, like Alzheimer's disease, is an insidiously
progressive and debilitating illness that is eating away at America's soul. Rather than superficially blaming
memory loss on a failed educational system, Bertman looks beyond the classroom to the larger social forces
that conspire to alienate Americans from their past: a materialistic creed that celebrates transience and
disposability, and an electronic faith that worships the present to the exclusion of all other dimensions of
time.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the
Crisis of Memory as the daily resource information.

Katherine Lee:

The guide with title Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of Memory has a lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Willie Navarro:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and the Crisis of
Memory why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Gordon Lipsky:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Cultural Amnesia: America's Future and
the Crisis of Memory can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?
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