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Utilizing narratives of seven different people—soldier, rebel, student, trader, evangelist, father, and
politician—I Did it To Save My Life provides fresh insight into how ordinary Sierra Leoneans survived the
war that devastated their country for a decade. Individuals in the town of Makeni narrate survival through the
rubric of love, and by telling their stories and bringing memory into the present, create for themselves a
powerful basis on which to reaffirm the rightness of their choices and orient themselves to a livable
everyday. The book illuminates a social world based on love, a deep, compassionate relationship based on
material exchange and nurturing, that transcends romance and binds people together across space and
through time. In situating their wartime lives firmly in this social world, they call into question the
government’s own narrative that Makeni residents openly collaborated with the rebel RUF during its three-
year occupation of the town. Residents argue instead that it was the government’s disloyalty to its people,
rather than rebel invasion and occupation, which destroyed the town and forced uneasy co-existence between
civilians and militants.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Seaton:

Within other case, little folks like to read book I Did It to Save My Life: Love and Survival in Sierra Leone
(California Series in Public Anthropology). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So
long as we know about how is important a book I Did It to Save My Life: Love and Survival in Sierra Leone
(California Series in Public Anthropology). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Herman Hernandez:

The ability that you get from I Did It to Save My Life: Love and Survival in Sierra Leone (California Series
in Public Anthropology) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more
you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but I Did It to Save My
Life: Love and Survival in Sierra Leone (California Series in Public Anthropology) giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular I Did It to Save My Life:
Love and Survival in Sierra Leone (California Series in Public Anthropology) instantly.

Roy Hanson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying I Did It to Save My Life: Love and
Survival in Sierra Leone (California Series in Public Anthropology) that give your pleasure preference will
be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick I Did It to Save My Life: Love
and Survival in Sierra Leone (California Series in Public Anthropology) become your personal starter.

Arnold Allison:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if



you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The I Did It to Save My Life: Love and Survival in Sierra Leone (California Series in Public
Anthropology) will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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