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Punishment is the imposition, by a legitimate authority, of a painful consequence upon one who has offended
the social order by indulging in acts contrary to the social good. Punishment is understood to serve a primary
objective in any society: it rehabilitates or reforms (re-forms or shapes anew) the psyches of social offenders
to bring them in line with prevailing codes of behavior. Punishment thus is a highly conservative force,
affirming simultaneously the codes of conduct deemed desirable within the society and the status quo of
power relations that hold sway in the society. Punishment is a form of social teaching. One of the favorite
forms of didactic pain to which legitimate authorities turn, in teaching conformity to social regulations, is the
psychological pain of shame. Shame is a special favorite in the penology of societies of the Western world,
whose governing logic is already grounded in the shame-based religions of Judaism and Christianity.
Parents, school teachers, religious leaders, and state authorities readily employ shame as an effective method
for teaching social lessons. Shame is a powerful force that reaches deep into the psyche of the offender and
gnaws away at her sense of self-worth and identity, with longstanding and devastating existential effects.
Shame has profound and enduring effects, because it has the capacity to transform an empirical fact (of
having done something unacceptable) into an ontological reality (of being unacceptable as a human being).
Shame dehumanizes. Shame is a powerfully effective tool for altering behavior, but because shame
dehumanizes, it often fails to have the effect that the punisher is seeking to bring about. Shame sickens souls,
rather than cures them. It sickens them to such a degree that shame more often acts as a promoter of
criminality than as a teacher of the social good.
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From reader reviews:

Jesica Demarco:

This Punishment and Shame: A Philosophical Study are generally reliable for you who want to be considered
a successful person, why. The reason of this Punishment and Shame: A Philosophical Study can be one of
several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually
with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Punishment and
Shame: A Philosophical Study forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Richard Morris:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Punishment and Shame: A
Philosophical Study can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Lisa Potter:

Precisely why? Because this Punishment and Shame: A Philosophical Study is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Randy Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Punishment and
Shame: A Philosophical Study.
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