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This book investigates the changes that affected vowel length during the development of Latin into the
Romance languages and dialects. In Latin, vowel length was contrastive (e.g. pila 'ball' vs. pila 'pile', like
English bit vs. beat), but no modern Romance language has retained that same contrast. However, many non-
standard Romance dialects (as well as French, up to the early 20th century) have developed novel vowel
length
contrasts, which are investigated in detail here.

Unlike previous studies of this phenomenon, this book combines detailed historical evidence spanning three
millennia (as attested by extant texts) with extensive data from present-day Romance varieties collected from
first-hand fieldwork, which are subjected to both phonological and experimental phonetic analysis. Professor
Loporcaro puts forward a detailed account of the loss of contrastive vowel length in late Latin, showing that
this happened through the establishment of a process which
lengthened all stressed vowels in open syllables, as in modern Italian casa ['ka:sa]. His analysis has
implications for many of the most widely-debated issues relating to the origin of novel vowel length
contrasts in Romance, which are also shown to have been preserved to different degrees in different
areas. The detailed investigation of the rise and fall of vowel length in dozens of lesser-known (non-
standard) varieties is crucial in understanding the development of this aspect of Romance historical
phonology, and will be of interest not only to researchers and students in comparative Romance linguistics,
but also, more generally, to phonologists and those interested in historical linguistics beyond the Latin-
Romance language family.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Oberlin:

The ability that you get from Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and
Historical Linguistics) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Vowel Length From Latin to
Romance (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this kind of Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford
Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) instantly.

Floyd Hatfield:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studies in
Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book
you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Vowel Length
From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics).

Eleanor Gomez:

You will get this Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical
Linguistics) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Beverlee Guthrie:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studies
in Diachronic and Historical Linguistics) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Vowel Length From Latin to Romance (Oxford Studies in Diachronic and Historical
Linguistics) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to



like reading that.
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