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This eclectic history of unusual crowd behavior describes a rich assortment of mass phenomena ranging from
the amusing and quirky to the shocking and deplorable. What do fads, crazes, manias, urban legends, moral
panics, riots, stampedes, and other mass expressions of emotion have in common? By creating a typology of
such behavior, past and present, the authors show how common extraordinary group reactions to fear or
excitement are. And they offer insights into how these sometimes dangerous mob responses can be avoided. 

We may not be surprised to read about the peculiarities of the European Middle Ages, when superstition was
commonplace: like the meowing nuns of France, "tarantism" (a dancing mania) in Italy, or the malicious
anti-Semitic poison-well scares. But similar phenomena show up in our own era. Examples include the
social-networking hysteria of 2012, which resulted in uncontrollable twitching by teenage girls in Leroy,
NY; the "phantom bus terrorist" of 2004 in Vancouver, Canada; and the itching outbreak of 2000 in South
Africa. 

Vivid, detailed, and thoroughly researched, this is a fascinating overview of collective human behavior in its
many unusual forms.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

John Mullen:

This A Colorful History of Popular Delusions are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The reason of this A Colorful History of Popular Delusions can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that
might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this A Colorful History of Popular
Delusions forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Judith Robinson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled A Colorful History of Popular Delusions can be
great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Erin Cummins:

A Colorful History of Popular Delusions can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing A Colorful History of Popular
Delusions yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial considering.

Verna Krell:

You may get this A Colorful History of Popular Delusions by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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