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This new edition of one of the most widely used course books on Islamic civilizations around the world has
been substantially revised to incorporate the new scholarship and insights of the last twenty-five years. Ira
Lapidus' history explores the beginnings and transformations of Islamic civilizations in the Middle East and
details Islam's worldwide diffusion. The history is divided into four parts. Part I is a comprehensive account
of pre-Islamic late antiquity; the beginnings of Islam; the early Islamic empires; and Islamic religious,
artistic, legal and intellectual cultures. Part II deals with the construction in the Middle East of Islamic
religious communities and states to the fifteenth century. Part III includes the history to the nineteenth
century of Islamic North Africa and Spain; the Ottoman, Safavid and Mughal empires; and other Islamic
societies in Asia and Africa. Part IV accounts for the impact of European commercial and imperial
domination on Islamic societies and traces the development of the modern national state system and the
simultaneous Islamic revival from the early nineteenth century to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called A
History of Islamic Societies? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Geneva Ricks:

The particular book A History of Islamic Societies has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this book.

Danna Bullock:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This A History of Islamic Societies is simple to
create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Jennifer Meeks:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A History of Islamic Societies can make you sense more interested to read.
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