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This fascinating history uncovers the hidden political world of Ming China, exploring how the most
powerful man in mid-sixteenth-century China steered the empire through the worst crises it had ever faced.
Distinguished scholar John W. Dardess traces the life of Chief Grand Secretary Xu Jie (1503–1583), the
leading politician-statesman in the China of his time. Drawing on years of research, Dardess uses Xu Jie’s
extensive letters to officials in the field and reports of conversations with the emperors he served to show just
how difficult it was to defend the empire. His correspondence vividly shows how he organized its defenses
and shepherded it through the twin crises of raids along the thousands of miles of continental and maritime
frontiers in the 1550s and 1560s. The book traces his origins, his rise to power, and his engagement with the
leading Confucian school of his time, that of Wang Yangming and his electrifying ethical teachings. Dardess
describes how Xu used those teachings to build a following and leverage his way up the Ming bureaucracy.
He shows how Xu was able both to suppress corruption and liberalize bureaucratic procedures. At the same
time, the book highlights the psychological strain Xu suffered as a result and the vindictive and nearly lethal
attacks directed at him after his retirement. Arguing that Xu was instrumental to the survival of the Ming
dynasty through a long period of severe stress, Dardess tells his long-neglected story in rich and engrossing
detail.
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From reader reviews:

Marni Johnson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what one you should start with. This A Political Life in Ming China: A Grand Secretary and His
Times is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Joseph Cole:

Often the book A Political Life in Ming China: A Grand Secretary and His Times has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Marla Fiske:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Political Life in Ming China: A
Grand Secretary and His Times can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Marilyn Oxford:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the A Political Life in Ming China: A Grand Secretary and His Times when you required it?
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