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Some time ago, my friends, Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., requested me to write a small book on Civil
Government in the United States, which might be useful as a text-book, and at the same time serviceable and
suggestive to the general reader interested in American history. In preparing the book certain points have
been kept especially in view, and deserve some mention here. It seemed desirable to adopt a historical
method of exposition, not simply describing our political institutions in their present shape, but pointing out
their origin, indicating some of the processes through which they have acquired that present shape, and thus
keeping before the student's mind the fact that government is perpetually undergoing modifications in
adapting itself to new conditions. Inasmuch as such gradual changes in government do not make themselves,
but are made by men--and made either for better or for worse--it is obvious that the history of political
institutions has serious lessons to teach us. The student should as soon as possible come to understand that
every institution is the outgrowth of experiences. One probably gets but little benefit from abstract
definitions and axioms concerning the rights of men and the nature of civil society, such as we often find at
the beginning of books on government. Metaphysical generalizations are well enough in their place, but to
start with such things--as the French philosophers of the eighteenth century were fond of doing--is to get the
cart before the horse. It is better to have our story first, and thus find out what government in its concrete
reality has been, and is. Then we may finish up with the metaphysics, or do as I have done--leave it for
somebody else. I was advised to avoid the extremely systematic, intrusively symmetrical, style of exposition,
which is sometimes deemed indispensable in a book of this sort. It was thought that students would be more
likely to become interested in the subject if it were treated in the same informal manner into which one
naturally falls in giving lectures to young people. I have endeavoured to bear this in mind without sacrificing
that lucidity in the arrangement of topics which is always the supreme consideration. For many years I have
been in the habit of lecturing on history to college students in different parts of the United States, to young
ladies in private schools, and occasionally to the pupils in high and normal schools, and in writing this little
book I have imagined an audience of these earnest and intelligent young friends gathered before me. I was
especially advised--by my friend, Mr. James MacAlister, superintendent of schools in Philadelphia, for
whose judgment I have the highest respect--to make it a little book, less than three hundred pages in length,
if possible. Teachers and pupils do not have time enough to deal properly with large treatises. Brevity,
therefore, is golden. A concise manual is the desideratum, touching lightly upon the various points, bringing
out their relationships distinctly, and referring to more elaborate treatises, monographs, and documents, for
the use of those who wish to pursue the study at greater length
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

In other case, little people like to read book Civil Government in the United States Considered With Some
Reference to Its Origins. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important some sort of book Civil Government in the United States Considered With
Some Reference to Its Origins. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Cheryl Kirkland:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Civil Government in the United States Considered With
Some Reference to Its Origins as your daily resource information.

Al Fraire:

The particular book Civil Government in the United States Considered With Some Reference to Its Origins
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Danny Solberg:

This Civil Government in the United States Considered With Some Reference to Its Origins is new way for
you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this Civil Government in the United States Considered With Some Reference to Its Origins can be the light
food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself
in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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