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An authoritative and comprehensive guide to cinema’s first true blockbuster.

“Best moving pictures I ever saw.” Thus did one Vaudeville theater manager describe Georges Méliès’s A
Trip to the Moon [Le Voyage dans la lune], after it was screened for enthusiastic audiences in October 1902.
Cinema’s first true blockbuster, A Trip to the Moon still inspires such superlatives and continues to be
widely viewed on DVD, on the Internet, and in countless film courses. In Fantastic Voyages of the
Cinematic Imagination, leading film scholars examine Méliès’s landmark film in detail, demonstrating its
many crucial connecions to literature, popular culture, and visual culture of the time, as well as its long
“afterlife” in more recent films, television, and music videos. Together, these essays make clear that Méliès
was not only a major filmmaker but also a key figure in the emergence of modern spectacle and the birth of
the modern cinematic imagination, and by bringing interdisciplinary methodologies of early cinema studies
to bear on A Trip to the Moon, the contributors also open up much larger questions about aesthetics, media,
and modernity.

In his introduction, Matthew Solomon traces the convoluted provenance of the film’s multiple versions and
its key place in the historiography of cinema, and an appendix contains a useful dossier of primary-source
documents that contextualize the film’s production, along with translations of two major articles written by
Méliès himself. Included with the book is a critical edition DVD containing two versions of the film: a
reconstructed version (finally presented at the speed specified in Méliès’s catalogs) accompanied by an
original 1903 score and a recently rediscovered color-tinted version; both have optional audio commentaries
by the editor.

“Matthew Solomon … deserves much credit for making the point that the study of an individual film by a
range of scholars ought to find a larger place among the more traditional auteur and genre studies.” — Film
History

“This superbly conceived collection enhances understanding of a keystone film … Excellent early-cinema
scholars … illuminate [Méliès’s] articulate artistic credo and his meticulous and inventive practice of the
new art form … A necessary addition to comprehensive film collections.” — CHOICE

“This is a welcome addition to the field of early film history. It does that wonderful thing that the best film
histories do—it points out the relevance of its subject to areas beyond cinema studies. In this case the focus
on one filmmaker affords a deeper understanding of not only Méliès and the context of his work, but also its
impact on aesthetic and critical debates ranging from the avant-garde of the early twentieth century to those
concerning technology and vision in the twenty-first century.” — Michael Hammond, author of The Big
Show: British Cinema Culture in the Great War, 1914–1918

“While focusing on A Trip to the Moon, the book highlights such diverse issues as the film’s artistic sources,
its historical reception over time, its place within the career of Méliès, and its relation to other works of
cinema.” — Lucy Fischer, author of Designing Women: Cinema, Art Deco, and the Female Form



Matthew Solomon is Associate Professor of Cinema Studies at the College of Staten Island, City University
of New York. He is the author of Disappearing Tricks: Silent Films, Houdini, and the New Magic of the
Twentieth Century.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Keith:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their can do that. It
said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on jardín
de infancia until university need this particular Fantastic Voyages of the Cinematic Imagination: Georges
Méliès's Trip to the Moon (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema) to read.

Marina Tucker:

This book untitled Fantastic Voyages of the Cinematic Imagination: Georges Méliès's Trip to the Moon
(SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book
in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Jonathan Hickman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be learn. Fantastic Voyages of the Cinematic Imagination: Georges Méliès's Trip to
the Moon (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have
those short time problems.

Joseph Russell:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Fantastic Voyages of the Cinematic
Imagination: Georges Méliès's Trip to the Moon (SUNY series, Horizons of Cinema) to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside
that the e-book Fantastic Voyages of the Cinematic Imagination: Georges Méliès's Trip to the Moon (SUNY
series, Horizons of Cinema) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of their time.
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