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THOUGH the sources whence these Stories are derived are open to every one, yet chance or choice may
prevent thousands from making such sources available; and though the village crone and mountain guide
have many hearers, still their circle is so circumscribed, that most of what I have ventured to lay before my
reader is for the first time made tangible to the greater portion of those who do me the favour to become
such. Many of them were originally intended merely for the diversion of a few friends round my own
fireside;--there, recited in the manner of those from whom I heard them, they first made their debut, and the
flattering reception they met on so minor a stage, led to their appearance before larger audiences;--
subsequently, I was induced to publish two of them in the Dublin Literary Gazette, and the favourable notice
from contemporary prints, which they received, has led to the publication of the present volume. I should not
have troubled the reader with this account of the "birth, parentage, and education" of my literary bantlings,
but to have it understood that some of them are essentially oral in their character, and, I fear, suffer
materially when reduced to writing. This I mention en passant to the critics; and if I meet but half as good-
natured readers as I have hitherto found auditors, I shall have cause to be thankful. But, previously to the
perusal of the following pages, there are a few observations that I feel are necessary, and which I shall make
as concise as possible. Most of the stories are given in the manner of the peasantry; and this has led to some
peculiarities that might be objected to, were not the cause explained--namely, frequent digressions in the
course of the narrative, occasional adjurations, and certain words unusually spelt. As regards the first, I beg
to answer, that the stories would be deficient in national character without it; the Irish are so imaginative that
they never tell a story straightforward, but constantly indulge in episode; for the second, it is only fair to say,
that in most cases the Irish peasant's adjurations are not meant to be in the remotest degree irreverent, but
arise merely from the impassioned manner of speaking which an excitable people are prone to; and I trust
that such oaths as "thunder-and-turf," or maledictions, as "bad cees to you," will not be considered very
offensive
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From reader reviews:

John Householder:

This book untitled Legends and Stories of Ireland to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Dorothy Frazier:

Often the book Legends and Stories of Ireland has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior
to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Brenda Evans:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you is
Legends and Stories of Ireland this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Veronica Gregor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Legends and Stories of Ireland.
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