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In the spring of 1864, as the armies of Grant and Lee waged a highly scrutinized and celebrated battle for the
state of Virginia, a no- less important, but historically obscured engagement was being conducted in the pine
barrens of northern Louisiana. In a year of stellar triumphs by Union armies across the South, the Red River
Campaign stands out as a colossal failure. General William Tecumseh Sherman's scathing summation
describes it best, "One damn blunder from beginning to end."

Taking its title from Sherman's blunt description, One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End: The Red River
Campaign of 1864 is a fresh inspection of what was the Civil War's largest operation between the Union
Army and Navy west of the Mississippi River. In a bold, but poorly managed effort to wrest Louisiana and
Texas from Confederate control, a combined force of 40,000 Union troops and 60 naval vessels traveled up
the twisting Red River in an attempt to capture the capital city of Shreveport.

Gary D. Joiner provides not a recycled telling of the campaign, but a strategic and tactical overview based on
a stunning new array of facts gleaned from recently discovered documents. This never-before-published
information reveals that the Confederate army had laid a clever trap by engineering a drop in the water level
of the Red River to try to maroon the Union naval flotilla. Only the equally amazing ingenuity of the Union
troops saved the fleet from certain destruction, despite a humiliating defeat at the Battle of Mansfield.

The Red River campaign had lasting implications. One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End magnifies just
how devastating the diversion of so many men and so much material to this failed campaign was to the
Union effort in the pivotal year of 1864. Because of the Union Army's failures, Northern plans to capture
Mobile were scrapped. Military careers were made and lost. And at time when the Confederacy was teetering
on the brink of oblivion, Southern morale was bolstered.

Joiner puts together
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

Here thing why this One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End: The Red River Campaign of 1864 (The
American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End: The Red River Campaign of 1864 (The American
Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End: The
Red River Campaign of 1864 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era). It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End: The Red River Campaign of 1864 (The American Crisis
Series: Books on the Civil War Era) in e-book can be your choice.

Michelle Chase:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End: The Red River Campaign of 1864 (The
American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone
who have those short extra time problems.

Bonnie Boyd:

You may get this One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End: The Red River Campaign of 1864 (The
American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Robert Defazio:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and One Damn Blunder from Beginning to End: The
Red River Campaign of 1864 (The American Crisis Series: Books on the Civil War Era) or maybe others



sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are
helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes One Damn
Blunder from Beginning to End: The Red River Campaign of 1864 (The American Crisis Series: Books on
the Civil War Era) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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