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When it is remembered that this work is not only an educational classic of prime importance, but that it was
the first picture-book ever made for children and was for a century the most popular text-book in Europe, and
yet has been for many years unattainable on account of its rarity, the wonder is, not that it is reproduced now
but that it has not been reproduced before. But the difficulty has been to find a satisfactory copy. Many as
have been the editions, few copies have been preserved. It was a book children were fond of and wore out in
turning the leaves over and over to see the pictures. Then as the old copper-plates became indistinct they
were replaced by wood-engravings, of coarse execution, and often of changed treatment. Von Raumer
complains that the edition of 1755 substitutes for the original cut of the Soul, (No. 43, as here given,) a
picture of an eye, and in a table the figures I. I. II. I. I. II., and adds that it is difficult to recognize in this an
expressive psychological symbol, and to explain it. In an edition I have, published in Vienna in 1779, this cut
is omitted altogether, and indeed there are but 82 in place of the 157 found in earlier editions, the following,
as numbered in this edition, being omitted:

1, the alphabet, 2, 36, 43, 45, 66, 68, 75, 76, 78–80, 87, 88, 92–122, 124, 126, 128, 130–141.

On the other hand, the Vienna edition contains a curious additional cut. It gives No. 4, the Heaven,
practically as in this edition, but puts another cut under it in which the earth is revolving about the sun; and
after the statement of Comenius, “Coelum rotatur, et ambit terram, in medio stantem” interpolates: “prout
veteres crediderunt; recentiores enim defendunt motum terrae circa solem” [as the ancients used to think; for
later authorities hold that the motion of the earth is about the sun.]

Two specimen pages from another edition are inserted in Payne’s Compayré’s History of Education
(between pp. 126, 127). The cut is the representative of No. 103 in this edition, but those who compare them
will see not only how much coarser is the execution of the wood-cut Prof. Payne has copied, but what
liberties have been taken with the design. The only change in the Latin text, however, is from Designat
Figuras rerum in the original, to Figuram rerum designat.

In this edition the cuts are unusually clear copies of the copper-plates of the first edition of 1658, from which
we have also taken the Latin text. The text for the English translation is from the English edition of 1727, in
which for the first time the English words were so arranged as to stand opposite their Latin equivalents.

The cuts have been reproduced with great care by the photographic process. I thought best not to permit them
to be retouched, preferring occasional indistinctness to modern tampering with the originals that would make
them less authentic.

The English text is unchanged from that of the 1727 edition, except in rare instances where substitutions
have been made for single words not now permissible. The typography suggests rather than imitates the
quaintness of the original, and the paper was carefully selected to produce so far as practicable the
impression of the old hand-presses.

In short my aim has been to put within the reach of teachers at a moderate price a satisfactory reproduction
of this important book; and if the sale of the Orbis Pictusseems to warrant it, I hope subsequently to print as a
companion volume the Vestibulum and Janua of the same author, of which I have choice copies.



C. W. Bardeen.

Syracuse, Sept. 28, 1887.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Monahan:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Orbis
Pictus (Illustrated)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have other opinion?

Linda Bryant:

The event that you get from The Orbis Pictus (Illustrated) will be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but The Orbis Pictus (Illustrated) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this The Orbis Pictus (Illustrated) instantly.

Susan Belcher:

This book untitled The Orbis Pictus (Illustrated) to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Harold Karr:

Beside this specific The Orbis Pictus (Illustrated) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Orbis
Pictus (Illustrated) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times
have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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