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Between the 1860s and 1920s, Chicago's working-class immigrants designed the American dream of home-
ownership. They imagined homes as small businesses, homes that were simultaneously a consumer-oriented
respite from work and a productive space that workers hoped to control.

Stretching out of town along with Chicago's assembly-line factories, Chicago's early suburbs were
remarkably socially and economically diverse. They were marketed by real estate developers and urban
boosters with the elusive promise that homeownership might offer some bulwark against the vicissitudes of
industrial capitalism, that homes might be "better than a bank for a poor man" and "the working man's
reward." This promise evolved into what Lewinnek terms "the mortgages of whiteness," the hope that
property values might increase if that property could be kept white. Suburbs also developed through
nineteenth-century notions of the gendered respectability of domesticity, early ideas about city planning and
land economics, and an evolving twentieth-century discourse about the racial attributes of property values.
Looking at the persistent challenges of racial difference, economic inequality, and private property
ownership that were present in urban design and planning from the start, Lewinnek argues that white
Americans' attachment to property and community were not simply reactions to post-1945 Civil Rights
Movement and federally enforced integration policies. Rather, Chicago's mostly immigrant working class
bought homes, seeking an elusive respectability and class mobility, and trying to protect their property values
against what they perceived as African American threats, which eventually flared in violent racial conflict.

The Working Man's Reward examines the roots of America's suburbanization in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, showing how Chicagoans helped form America's urban sprawl.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Browning:

This The Working Man's Reward: Chicago's Early Suburbs and the Roots of American Sprawl book is not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Working Man's Reward: Chicago's Early Suburbs
and the Roots of American Sprawl without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Working Man's Reward: Chicago's Early Suburbs and the
Roots of American Sprawl can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Working Man's
Reward: Chicago's Early Suburbs and the Roots of American Sprawl having very good arrangement in word
and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jackson Cabrera:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Working Man's Reward: Chicago's Early Suburbs and the Roots of American
Sprawl will give you new experience in studying a book.

Amber Payne:

Beside this specific The Working Man's Reward: Chicago's Early Suburbs and the Roots of American
Sprawl in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Working Man's Reward: Chicago's
Early Suburbs and the Roots of American Sprawl because this book offers for you readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen
if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Michael Spicer:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely The Working Man's Reward: Chicago's Early



Suburbs and the Roots of American Sprawl. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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