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Here, Richard Lachmann offers a new answer to an old question: Why did capitalism develop in some parts
of early modern Europe but not in others? Finding neither a single cause nor an essentialist unfolding of a
state or capitalist system, Lachmann describes the highly contingent development of various polities and
economies. He identifies, in particular, conflict among feudal elites--landlords, clerics, kings, and
officeholders--as the dynamic which perpetuated manorial economies in some places while propelling elites
elsewhere to transform the basis of their control over land and labor. Comparing regions and cities within
and across England, France, Italy, Spain, and the Netherlands from the twelfth through eighteenth centuries,
Lachmann breaks new ground by showing step by step how the new social relations and political institutions
of early modern Europe developed. He demonstrates in detail how feudal elites were pushed toward
capitalism as they sought to protect their privileges from rivals in the aftermath of the Reformation.
Capitalists in Spite of Themselves is a compelling narrative of how elites and other classes made and
responded to political and religious revolutions while gradually creating the nation-states and capitalist
markets which still constrain our behavior and order our world. It will prove invaluable for anyone wishing
to understanding the economic and social history of early modern Europe. Capitalists in Spite of Themselves
was the winner of the 2003 Distinguished Scholarly Publication Award of the American Sociology
Association.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

The book Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite Conflict and European Transitions in Early Modern
Europe gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite Conflict and European
Transitions in Early Modern Europe for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like wide open and read a publication Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite Conflict and European
Transitions in Early Modern Europe. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Thomas Paris:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite Conflict and European Transitions in Early Modern Europe, you are
able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a e-book.

Joyce Burke:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite
Conflict and European Transitions in Early Modern Europe reserve written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
uncertainty Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite Conflict and European Transitions in Early Modern
Europe as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't
judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Raymond Albanese:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books.



Among the books in the top list in your reading list is usually Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite
Conflict and European Transitions in Early Modern Europe. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can
get many advantages.
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