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Prevalent among classicists today is the notion that Greeks, Romans, and Jews enhanced their own self-
perception by contrasting themselves with the so-called Other--Egyptians, Phoenicians, Ethiopians, Gauls,
and other foreigners--frequently through hostile stereotypes, distortions, and caricature. In this provocative
book, Erich Gruen demonstrates how the ancients found connections rather than contrasts, how they
expressed admiration for the achievements and principles of other societies, and how they discerned--and
even invented--kinship relations and shared roots with diverse peoples.

Gruen shows how the ancients incorporated the traditions of foreign nations, and imagined blood ties and
associations with distant cultures through myth, legend, and fictive histories. He looks at a host of creative
tales, including those describing the founding of Thebes by the Phoenician Cadmus, Rome's embrace of
Trojan and Arcadian origins, and Abraham as ancestor to the Spartans. Gruen gives in-depth readings of
major texts by Aeschylus, Herodotus, Xenophon, Plutarch, Julius Caesar, Tacitus, and others, in addition to
portions of the Hebrew Bible, revealing how they offer richly nuanced portraits of the alien that go well
beyond stereotypes and caricature.

Providing extraordinary insight into the ancient world, this controversial book explores how ancient attitudes
toward the Other often expressed mutuality and connection, and not simply contrast and alienation.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hamann:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Bryan Donovan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical
Lectures) as your daily resource information.

George Bash:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get large amount of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book
you have read is usually Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures).

John Schreiber:

Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Rethinking the Other
in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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