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What kind of literature is the Talmud? To answer this question, Daniel Boyarin looks to an unlikely source:
the dialogues of Plato. In these ancient texts he finds similarities, both in their combination of various genres
and topics and in their dialogic structure. But Boyarin goes beyond these structural similarities, arguing also
for a cultural relationship.

In Socrates and the Fat Rabbis, Boyarin suggests that both the Platonic and the talmudic dialogues are not
dialogic at all. Using Michael Bakhtin’s notion of represented dialogue and real dialogism, Boyarin
demonstrates, through multiple close readings, that the give-and-take in these texts is actually much closer to
a monologue in spirit. At the same time, he shows that there is a dialogism in both texts on a deeper
structural level between a voice of philosophical or religious dead seriousness and a voice from within that
mocks that very high solemnity at the same time. Boyarin ultimately singles out Menippean satire as the
most important genre through which to understand both the Talmud and Plato, emphasizing their seriocomic
peculiarity.

An innovative advancement in rabbinic studies, as well as a bold and controversial new way of reading Plato,
Socrates and the Fat Rabbis makes a major contribution to scholarship on thought and culture of the ancient
Mediterranean.
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From reader reviews:

Benedict Wilkerson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact
just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Socrates and the Fat Rabbis to read.

Sylvia Dozier:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a book. The book Socrates and the Fat Rabbis it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

James Batts:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Socrates and the Fat Rabbis will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Heather Killen:

Beside this particular Socrates and the Fat Rabbis in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Socrates and
the Fat Rabbis because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but
you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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