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In presidential elections, do voters cast their ballots for the candidates whose platform and positions best
match their own? Or is the race for president of the United States come down largely to who runs the most
effective campaign? It’s a question those who study elections have been considering for years with no clear
resolution. In The Timeline of Presidential Elections, Robert S. Erikson and Christopher Wlezien reveal for
the first time how both factors come into play.

 

Erikson and Wlezien have amassed data from close to two thousand national polls covering every
presidential election from 1952 to 2008, allowing them to see how outcomes take shape over the course of an
election year. Polls from the beginning of the year, they show, have virtually no predictive power. By mid-
April, when the candidates have been identified and matched in pollsters’ trial heats, preferences have come
into focus—and predicted the winner in eleven of the fifteen elections. But a similar process of forming
favorites takes place in the last six months, during which voters’ intentions change only gradually, with
particular events—including presidential debates—rarely resulting in dramatic change.

 

Ultimately, Erikson and Wlezien show that it is through campaigns that voters are made aware of—or not
made aware of—fundamental factors like candidates’ policy positions that determine which ticket will get
their votes. In other words, fundamentals matter, but only because of campaigns. Timely and compelling,
this book will force us to rethink our assumptions about presidential elections.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not)
Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics). Try to stumble through book The Timeline of Presidential
Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics) as your friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Vanessa McGinty:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Timeline of Presidential
Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics) that give your
enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly
be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Timeline
of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics)
become your personal starter.

Carl Vincent:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How
Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do
(and Do Not) Matter (Chicago Studies in American Politics).

Amanda Bell:

You can get this The Timeline of Presidential Elections: How Campaigns Do (and Do Not) Matter (Chicago
Studies in American Politics) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your
solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means



of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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