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Breaking off the ordinary flow of experience, the passions create a state of exception. In their suddenness
and intensity, they map a personal world, fix and qualify our attention, and impel our actions. Outraged anger
drives us to write laws that will later be enforced by impersonal justice. Intense grief at the death of someone
in our life discloses the contours of that life to us. Wonder spurs scientific inquiry.

The strong current of Western thought that idealizes a dispassionate world has ostracized the passions as
quaint, even dangerous. Intense states have come to be seen as symptoms of pathology. A fondness for irony
along with our civic ideal of tolerance lead us to prefer the diluted emotional life of feelings and moods.
Demonstrating enormous intellectual originality and generosity, Philip Fisher meditates on whether this
victory is permanent-and how it might diminish us.

From Aristotle to Hume to contemporary biology, Fisher finds evidence that the passions have defined a core
of human nature no less important than reason or desire. Traversing the Iliad, King Lear, Moby Dick, and
other great works, he discerns the properties of the high-spirited states we call the passions. Are vehement
states compatible with a culture that values private, selectively shared experiences? How do passions differ
from emotions? Does anger have an opposite? Do the passions give scale, shape, and significance to our
experience of time? Is a person incapable of anger more dangerous than someone who is irascible?

In reintroducing us to our own vehemence, Fisher reminds us that it is only through our strongest passions
that we feel the contours of injustice, mortality, loss, and knowledge. It is only through our personal worlds
that we can know the world.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Johnson:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Vehement Passions will give you new experience in studying a book.

Leigh Grayer:

This The Vehement Passions is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this The Vehement Passions can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book
form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Therese Watson:

You may get this The Vehement Passions by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Willie Isaac:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Vehement Passions can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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