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One episode dominates the memory of Lyndon Johnson's presidency: the Vietnam War. The war has so
darkened Johnson's reputation that it is difficult for many to recall his policies in a positive light-- especially
his foreign policy. Now historian H.W. Brands offers a fresh look at Johnson's handling of international
relations, putting Vietnam in the context of the many crises he confronted and the outdated policies of global
containment he was expected to uphold. The result is a fascinating portrait of a master politician at work,
maneuvering through a series of successes that made his ultimate failure in Vietnam all the more tragic.
In The Wages of Globalism, Brands conducts a witty and insightful tour through LBJ's foreign policy--a tour
that begins in Washington, runs through Santa Domingo, Nicosia, and Jakarta, and ends in Saigon. He opens
with a thoughtful portrayal of the tense, often fruitful relationship between the domineering Johnson and his
advisers--Dean Rusk, Robert McNamara, George Ball, Clark Clifford, Walt Rostow--as he picked up
Kennedy's legacy and sought to make it his own. Leaving Vietnam for the end, Brands presents the various
crises with all the force the White House felt at the time: the Dominican intervention, India impending
famine and war with Pakistan, the coup against Sukarno in Indonesia, France's departure from NATO's
unified command, the threat of fighting between Greece and Turkey over Cyprus, the Six Day War, and the
worry that Germany might acquire nuclear weapons. In each, Brands captures the uncertainty in Washington
and the conflicting advice that Johnson received. The picture that emerges is remarkably positive, revealing
the president's ability to pick his way through fierce complexities. He forcefully stopped a war over Cyprus;
handled de Gaulle with equanimity and skill; and--over the objections of all his advisers--intentionally
delayed shipping grain to famine-threatened India, creating a real momentum for agricultural reform in that
country that ultimately led to self-sufficiency. Only in Vietnam did Johnson's sure balance of determination
and judgment break down: worried about his domestic program and the need to stand firm against
aggression, he let his determination run away with him.
"In 1947," H.W. Brands writes, "Truman made a bad bargain with history." By the time Johnson inherited
the White House, it had become painfully clear that America was no longer supreme in the world, able to
prop up the status quo worldwide. In this fascinating, behind-the- scenes account, Brands shows how
skillfully Johnson steered the nation into the new era--until, in Southeast Asia, politics and his own
personality led him into the ultimate trap of the Truman Doctrine.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is The Wages of Globalism: Lyndon Johnson and the Limits of American Power this
reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all
of you.

Christopher Hunnicutt:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Wages of Globalism: Lyndon Johnson
and the Limits of American Power was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
The Wages of Globalism: Lyndon Johnson and the Limits of American Power has many kinds or genre. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Paul Smith:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Wages of Globalism: Lyndon Johnson and the Limits of American Power
can make you really feel more interested to read.

Daniel Adams:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the The Wages of Globalism: Lyndon Johnson and the Limits of American Power when you
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