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By the end of the nineteenth century, Pittsburgh emerged as a major manufacturing center in the United
States. Its rise as a leading producer of steel, glass, and coal was fueled by machine technology and mass
immigration, developments that fundamentally changed the industrial workplace. Because Pittsburgh’s major
industries were almost exclusively male and renowned for their physical demands, the male working body
came to symbolize multiple often contradictory narratives about strength and vulnerability, mastery and
exploitation. In Bodies of Work, Edward Slavishak explores how Pittsburgh and the working body were
symbolically linked in civic celebrations, the research of social scientists, the criticisms of labor reformers,
advertisements, and workers’ self-representations. Combining labor and cultural history with visual culture
studies, he chronicles a heated contest to define Pittsburgh’s essential character at the turn of the twentieth
century, and he describes how that contest was conducted largely through the production of competing
images.

Slavishak focuses on the workers whose bodies came to epitomize Pittsburgh, the men engaged in the
arduous physical labor demanded by the city’s metals, glass, and coal industries. At the same time, he
emphasizes how conceptions of Pittsburgh as quintessentially male limited representations of women in the
industrial workplace. The threat of injury or violence loomed large for industrial workers at the turn of the
twentieth century, and it recurs throughout Bodies of Work: in the marketing of artificial limbs, statistical
assessments of the physical toll of industrial capitalism, clashes between labor and management, the
introduction of workplace safety procedures, and the development of a statewide workmen’s compensation
system.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

This Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity, Text) book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in
Industrial Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity, Text) without we realize teach the one who studying it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor
in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity, Text) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Bodies of
Work: Civic Display and Labor in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body, Commodity, Text) having very good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Holley Shipman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body,
Commodity, Text) can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

William Wood:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body,
Commodity, Text) can make you experience more interested to read.

Wendy Hartnett:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the Bodies of Work: Civic Display and Labor in Industrial Pittsburgh (Body,



Commodity, Text) when you essential it?
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