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Commonly translated as "The Self-Taught Philosopher" or "The Improvement of Human Reason," Ibn-
Tufayl's story ?ayy Ibn-Yaq?an inspired debates about autodidacticism in a range of historical fields from
classical Islamic philosophy through Renaissance humanism and the European Enlightenment. Avner Ben-
Zaken's account of how the text traveled demonstrates the intricate ways in which autodidacticism was
contested in and adapted to diverse cultural settings.In tracing the circulation of the ?ayy Ibn-Yaq?an, Ben-
Zaken highlights its key place in four far-removed historical moments. He explains how autodidacticism
intertwined with struggles over mysticism in twelfth-century Marrakesh, controversies about pedagogy in
fourteenth-century Barcelona, quarrels concerning astrology in Renaissance Florence, and debates pertaining
to experimentalism in seventeenth-century Oxford. In each site and period, Ben-Zaken recaptures the cultural
context that stirred scholars to relate to ?ayy Ibn-Yaq?an and demonstrates how the text moved among
cultures, leaving in its wake translations, interpretations, and controversies as various as the societies
themselves. Pleas for autodidacticism, Ben-Zaken shows, not only echoed within close philosophical
discussions; they surfaced in struggles for control between individuals and establishments.Presented as self-
contained histories, these four moments together form a historical collage of autodidacticism across cultures
from the late Medieval era to early modern times. The first book-length intellectual history of
autodidacticism, this novel, thought-provoking work will interest a wide range of historians, including
scholars of the history of science, philosophy, literature, Europe, and the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Reid:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Reading ?ayy
Ibn-Yaq?an, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Ramona Wrenn:

Reading ?ayy Ibn-Yaq?an can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word
into joy arrangement in writing Reading ?ayy Ibn-Yaq?an although doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Pauline Stern:

This Reading ?ayy Ibn-Yaq?an is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Reading ?ayy Ibn-Yaq?an can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Jill Lee:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among
the books in the top record in your reading list is Reading ?ayy Ibn-Yaq?an. This book and that is qualified
as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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