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This is D. V. Thompson's definitive English translation of Il Libro dell'Arte, an intriguing guide to methods
of painting, written in fifteenth-century Florence. Embodying the secrets and techniques of the great masters,
it served as an art student's introduction to the ways of his craft.
Anyone who has ever looked at a medieval painting and marveled at the brilliance of color and quality of
surface that have endured for 500 years should find this fascinating reading. It describes such lost arts as
gilding stone, making mosaics of crushed eggshell, fashioning saints' diadems, coloring parchment, making
goat glue, and regulating your life in the interests of decorum — which meant shunning women, the greatest
cause of unsteady hands in artists. You are told how to make green drapery, black for monks' robes, trees and
plants, oils, beards in fresco, and the proper proportions of a man's body. ("I will not tell you about the
irrational animals because you will never discover any system of proportion in them.") So practical are the
details that readers might be tempted to experiment with the methods given here for their own amusement
and curiosity.
Today artists are no longer interested in specific directions on keeping miniver tails from becoming moth-
eaten. The Craftsman's Handbook, in which these are ordinary parts of the artist's work, appears quaint and
naïve to us. And that is much of its charm. But when we remember the magnificent mosaics, paintings, and
frescoes these methods produced, the book takes on an even greater value as a touchstone to another age.
"Recommended to the student of art." — Craft Horizons.
"Obviously of great merit." — Art Material Trade News.
"Delightful flavor." — New York Herald Tribune.
Recommended in Harvard List of Great Books on Art, Shaw's List of Books for College Libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Ham:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Craftsman's Handbook
(Dover Art Instruction). All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Aimee Nguyen:

This The Craftsman's Handbook (Dover Art Instruction) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be
a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Craftsman's Handbook (Dover Art Instruction) can be
one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this The Craftsman's Handbook (Dover Art Instruction) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Vanessa Gilliam:

The actual book The Craftsman's Handbook (Dover Art Instruction) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after perusing this book.

William Leone:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That The Craftsman's Handbook (Dover Art Instruction) can give you a
lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you
to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Craftsman's Handbook (Dover Art Instruction).
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