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Starting with the figure of the bold, boisterous girl in the mid-19th century and ending with the “girl power”
movement of the 1990’s, Tomboys is the first full-length critical study of this gender-bending code of female
conduct. Michelle Abate uncovers the origins, charts the trajectory, and traces the literary and cultural
transformations that the concept of “tomboy” has undergone in the United States. 

Abate focuses on literature including Louisa May Alcott's Little Women and Carson McCullers's The
Member of the Wedding and films such as Peter Bogdanovich's Paper Moon and Jon Avnet's Fried Green
Tomatoes. She also draws onlesser-known texts like E.D.E.N. Southworth's once wildly popular 1859 novel
The Hidden Hand, Cold War lesbian pulp fiction, and New Queer Cinema from the 1990s.

Tomboys also explores the gender and sexual dynamics of tomboyism, and offers intriguing discussions of
race and ethnicity's role in the construction of the enduring cultural archetype. Abate’s insightful analysis
provides useful, thought-provoking connections between different literary works and eras. The result
demystifies this cultural phenomenon and challenges readers to consider tomboys in a whole new light.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Wilson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Tomboys: A Literary and Cultural History
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Howard Joyce:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Tomboys: A Literary and Cultural History the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The
Tomboys: A Literary and Cultural History giving you yet another experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jodi Dunn:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Tomboys: A Literary and Cultural History can give you
a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Tomboys: A Literary and Cultural History.

Alice Edwards:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Tomboys: A Literary and Cultural History was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Tomboys: A Literary and Cultural History
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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