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Mark Twain once derided the Book of Mormon as "chloroform in print." Long and complicated, written in
the language of the King James version of the Bible, it boggles the minds of many. Yet it is unquestionably
one of the most influential books ever written. With over 140 million copies in print, it is a central text of one
of the largest and fastest-growing faiths in the world. And, Grant Hardy shows, it's far from the coma-
inducing doorstop caricatured by Twain.

In Understanding the Book of Mormon, Hardy offers the first comprehensive analysis of the work's narrative
structure in its 180 year history. Unlike virtually all other recent world scriptures, the Book of Mormon
presents itself as an integrated narrative rather than a series of doctrinal expositions, moral injunctions, or
devotional hymns. Hardy takes readers through its characters, events, and ideas, as he explores the story and
its messages. He identifies the book's literary techniques, such as characterization, embedded documents,
allusions, and parallel narratives. Whether Joseph Smith is regarded as author or translator, it's noteworthy
that he never speaks in his own voice; rather, he mediates nearly everything through the narrators Nephi,
Mormon, and Moroni. Hardy shows how each has a distinctive voice, and all are woven into an integral
whole.

As with any scripture, the contending views of the Book of Mormon can seem irreconcilable. For believers,
it is an actual historical document, transmitted from ancient America. For nonbelievers, it is the work of a
nineteenth-century farmer from upstate New York. Hardy transcends this intractable conflict by offering a
literary approach, one appropriate to both history and fiction. Regardless of whether readers are interested in
American history, literature, comparative religion, or even salvation, he writes, the book can best be read if
we examine the text on its own terms.
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From reader reviews:

Ricardo Hayward:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's
Guide is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Christine Emmons:

The experience that you get from Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide is a more deep you
digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Understanding the Book of Mormon: A
Reader's Guide instantly.

Willie Briggs:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Understanding the Book of Mormon:
A Reader's Guide is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Catherine Gober:

You can find this Understanding the Book of Mormon: A Reader's Guide by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.
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