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In the traditional narrative of American colonial history, early European settlements, as well as native
peoples and African slaves, were treated in passing as unfortunate aberrations in a fundamentally upbeat
story of Englishmen becoming freer and more prosperous by colonizing an abundant continent of "free land.”
Over the last generation, historians have broadened our understanding of colonial America by adopting both
atrans-Atlantic and atrans-continental perspective, examining the interplay of Europe, Africa, and the
Americas through the flow of goods, people, plants, animals, capital, and ideas. In this Very Short
Introduction, Alan Taylor presents an engaging overview of the best of this new scholarship. He shows that
American colonization derived from a global expansion of European exploration and commerce that began
in the fifteenth century. The English had to share the stage with the French, Spanish, Dutch, and Russians,
each of whom created alternative Americas. By comparing the diverse colonies of rival empires, Taylor
recovers what was truly distinctive about the English enterprise in North America. He focuses especially on
slavery as central to the economy, culture, and political thought of the colonists and restores the importance
of native peoplesto the colonial story. To adapt to the new land, the colonists needed the expertise, guidance,
aliance, and trade of the Indians who dominated the interior. This historical approach emphasizes the ability
of the diverse nativesto adapt to the newcomers and to compel concessions from them.

This Very Short Introduction describes an intermingling of cultures and of microbes, plants, and animals--
from different continents that was unparalleled in global history.

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and origina introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politicsto Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply atextbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and compl ete--discussions of the central issuesin agiven discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:
Allen Mullinax:

The book Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Colonial
America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are
ableto share al of these. Book Colonial Americac A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous
world by open and read abook. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Cooper:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated thisfor awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Colonial America: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

John Y ates:

The e-book untitled Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) isthe
publication that recommended to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Rachel Morris:

This Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is great book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who also aways deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Colonial America: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your hand like keeping
theworld in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book.
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