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By Thomas Carlyle

Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship (German: Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre) is the second novel by Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe, published in 1795–96.

Goethe's work on the novel began in the 1770s. An early version of the work, unpublished during Goethe's
lifetime, was discovered in the early twentieth century, and published under the title Wilhelm Meister's
Theatrical Calling (Wilhelm Meisters theatralische Sendung). When the Apprenticeship was completed in
the mid-1790s, it was to a great extent through the encouragement and criticism of Goethe's close friend and
collaborator Friedrich Schiller that it took its final shape. Wilhelm Meisters Wanderjahre ("Wilhelm
Meister's Journeyman Years"), the sequel to the Apprenticeship, was already planned in the 1790s, but did
not appear in its first edition until 1821, and in its final form until 1829.

The novel has had a significant impact on European literature. Romantic critic and theorist Friedrich
Schlegel judged it to be of comparable importance for its age as the French Revolution and the philosophy of
Johann Gottlieb Fichte. Arthur Schopenhauer cited Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship as one of the four
greatest novels ever written. Schopenhauer also mentions the book in his Aphorismen zur Lebensweisheit.

Arguing against chasing transient pleasures, Schopenhauer says, "Where we were looking for pleasure,
happiness and joy, we often find instruction, insight and knowledge, a lasting and real benefit in place of a
fleeting one. This idea runs like a bass-note through Goethe's Wilhelm Meister; for this is an intellectual
novel and is of a higher order than the rest."

Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship provided the text for many lieder, among others by Beethoven, for
example Sehnsucht: Gedicht von Goethe viermal in Musik gesetzt von L. van Beethoven, four settings of
"Nur wer die Sehnsucht kennt", WoO. 134 (1808), and by Schubert, for example D 877, Gesange aus
Wilhelm Meister, Op. 62 (1826).

The 1866 opera Mignon by Ambroise Thomas is based on Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship.
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From reader reviews:

Colby Tapia:

This book untitled Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship and Travels to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Michael Green:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship and Travels.

Juan Dishon:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship and Travels your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single
word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
just before. The Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship and Travels giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Robert Victor:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among
the books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Wilhelm Meister's Apprenticeship and Travels.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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