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Twelve Years a Slave is an 1853 memoir and slave narrative by American Solomon Northup as told to and
edited by David Wilson. Northup, a black man who was born free in New York state, details his being
tricked to go to Washington, D.C., where he was kidnapped and sold into slavery in the Deep South. After
having been kept in bondage for 12 years in Louisiana by various masters, Northup was able to write to
friends and family in New York, who in turn secured his release with the aid of the state. Northup's account
provides extensive details on the slave markets in Washington, D.C. and New Orleans, and describes at
length cotton and sugar cultivation and slave treatment on major plantations in Louisiana.
The work was published eight years before the Civil War by Derby & Miller of Auburn, New York, soon
after Harriet Beecher Stowe's best-selling novel about slavery, Uncle Tom's Cabin (1852), to which it lent
factual support. Northup's book, dedicated to Stowe, sold 30,000 copies, making it a bestseller in its own
right.
After being published in several editions in the 19th century and later cited by specialist scholarly works on
slavery in the United States, the memoir fell into public obscurity for nearly 100 years. It was re-discovered
on separate occasions by two Louisiana historians, Sue Eakin (Louisiana State University at Alexandria) and
Joseph Logsdon (University of New Orleans). In the early 1960s, they researched and retraced Solomon
Northup’s journey and co-edited a historically annotated version that was published by Louisiana State
University Press (1968).
The memoir has been adapted as two film versions, produced as the 1984 PBS television movie Solomon
Northup's Odyssey and the Oscar-winning 2013 film 12 Years a Slave.

Solomon Northup

Solomon Northup (July 10, 1807, or 1808–1863?) was an American abolitionist and the primary author of
the memoir Twelve Years a Slave. A free-born African American from New York, he was the son of a freed
slave and free woman of color. A farmer and professional violinist, Northup had been a landowner in
Hebron, New York. In 1841, he was offered a traveling musician's job and went to Washington, D.C. (where
slavery was legal); there he was drugged, kidnapped, and sold as a slave. He was shipped to New Orleans,
purchased by a planter, and held as a slave for 12 years in the Red River region of Louisiana, mostly in
Avoyelles Parish. He remained in slavery until he met a Canadian working on his plantation who helped get
word to New York, where state law provided aid to free New York citizens kidnapped into slavery. Family
and friends enlisted the aid of the Governor of New York, Washington Hunt, and Northup regained his
freedom on January 3, 1853.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Villanueva:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Twelve Years a Slave seemed to be making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The guide Twelve Years a Slave is not only giving you much more new information but also to become
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book Twelve Years a Slave. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Kimberly Mason:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Twelve Years a Slave that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Twelve
Years a Slave become your current starter.

Jeffrey Blough:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Twelve Years a Slave why because the excellent cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Richard Oneal:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Twelve Years a Slave can make you really feel more interested to read.
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