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Written as a cultural weapon and a call to arms, Howl touched a raw nerve in Cold War America and has
been controversial from the day it was first read aloud nearly fifty years ago. This first full critical and
historical study of Howl brilliantly elucidates the nexus of politics and literature in which it was written and
gives striking new portraits of Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, and William Burroughs. Drawing from newly
released psychiatric reports on Ginsberg, from interviews with his psychiatrist, Dr. Philip Hicks, and from
the poet's journals, American Scream shows how Howl brought Ginsberg and the world out of the closet of a
repressive society. It also gives the first full accounting of the literary figures—Eliot, Rimbaud, and
Whitman—who influenced Howl, definitively placing it in the tradition of twentieth-century American
poetry for the first time.

As he follows the genesis and the evolution of Howl, Jonah Raskin constructs a vivid picture of a poet and an
era. He illuminates the development of Beat poetry in New York and San Francisco in the 1950s--focusing
on historic occasions such as the first reading of Howl at Six Gallery in San Francisco in 1955 and the
obscenity trial over the poem's publication. He looks closely at Ginsberg's life, including his relationships
with his parents, friends, and mentors, while he was writing the poem and uses this material to illuminate the
themes of madness, nakedness, and secrecy that pervade Howl.

A captivating look at the cultural climate of the Cold War and at a great American poet, American Scream
finally tells the full story of Howl—a rousing manifesto for a generation and a classic of twentieth-century
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Siegrist:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific American Scream:
Allen Ginsberg's Howl and the Making of the Beat Generation book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Richard Delarosa:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take American Scream: Allen Ginsberg's Howl and the
Making of the Beat Generation as the daily resource information.

Nancy Jones:

Why? Because this American Scream: Allen Ginsberg's Howl and the Making of the Beat Generation is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Maranda Shoemaker:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like American Scream: Allen
Ginsberg's Howl and the Making of the Beat Generation which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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