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This book examines laughter in the Shakespearean theatre, in the context of a cultural history of early
modern laughter. Aimed at an informed readership as well as graduate students and scholars in the field of
Shakespeare studies, it is the first study to focus specifically on laughter, not comedy. It looks at various
strands of the early modern discourse on laughter, ranging from medical treatises and courtesy manuals to
Puritan tracts and jestbook literature. It argues that few cultural phenomena have undergone as radical a
change in meaning as laughter. Laughter became bound up with questions of taste and class identity. At the
same time, humanist thinkers revalorised the status of recreation and pleasure. These developments left their
trace on the early modern theatre, where laughter was retailed as a commodity in an emerging entertainment
industry. Shakespeare´s plays both reflect and shape these changes, particularly in his adaptation of the
Erasmian wise fool as a stage figure, and in the sceptical strain of thought that is encapsulated in the laughter
evoked in the plays.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Copeland:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Shakespeare and laughter. Try to the actual book Shakespeare and
laughter as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Joan Rogers:

The actual book Shakespeare and laughter has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this book.

Steven Parrish:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Shakespeare and laughter e-book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Shakespeare and laughter as good book not just by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Betty Peoples:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Shakespeare and laughter is
simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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