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In this prize-winning collection, a debut poet evokes his childhood as the son of missionaries in Papua New
Guinea.

Mission Work is an arresting collection of poems based on Aaron Baker’s experiences as a child of
missionaries living among the Kuman people in the remote Chimbu Highlands of Papua New Guinea. Rich
with Christian and Kuman myths and stories, the poems explore Western and tribal ways of looking at the
world -- an interface of vastly different cultures and notions of spirituality, illuminated by the poet’s own
struggles as he comes of age in this unique environment.

The images conjured in Mission Work are viscerally stirring: native people slaughter pigs for a Chimbu
wedding ceremony; a papery flight of cicadas cuts through a cloud forest; hands sting as they beat a drum
made of dried snakeskin. Quieter moments are shot through with the unfamiliar as well. In “Bird of
Paradise,” a father angles his son’s head toward the canopy of the jungle so the boy can catch sight of an
elusive bird.

Stanley Plumly, this year’s guest judge, writes, “How rare to find precision and immersion so alive in the
same poetry. Aaron Baker's pressure on his language not only intensifies and elevates his memories of
Papuan 'mission work,' it transforms it back into something very like his original childhood experience.
Throughout this remarkably written and felt first book, the reader, like the author himself, ‘can’t tell if this is
white or black magic,’ Christian, tribal, or both at once.”
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From reader reviews:

Micheal McDonough:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Mission Work: Poems will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some
of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Steven Deloatch:

This Mission Work: Poems are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The reason why of this Mission Work: Poems can be one of several great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will
shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Mission Work: Poems giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Tanya Nolan:

The particular book Mission Work: Poems will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suitable to you. The book Mission Work: Poems is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Elaine Harvey:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Mission Work: Poems or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Mission
Work: Poems to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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