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"What have I in common with Jews? I hardly have anything in common with myself!"

--Franz Kafka

Kafka's quip--paradoxical, self-questioning, ironic--highlights vividly some of the key issues of identity and
self-representation for Jewish writers in the 20th century. No group of writers better represents the problems
of Jewish identity than Jewish poets writing in the American modernist tradition--specifically secular Jews:
those disdainful or suspicious of organized religion, yet forever shaped by those traditions.

This collection of essays is the first to address this often obscured dimension of modern and contemporary
poetry: the secular Jewish dimension. Editors Daniel Morris and Stephen Paul Miller asked their contributors
to address what constitutes radical poetry written by Jews defined as "secular," and whether or not there is a
Jewish component or dimension to radical and modernist poetic practice in general. These poets and critics
address these questions by exploring the legacy of those poets who preceded and influenced them--Stein,
Zukofsky, Reznikoff, Oppen, and Ginsberg, among others.

While there is no easy answer for these writers about what it means to be a Jew, in their responses there is a
rich sense of how being Jewish reflects on their aesthetics and practices as poets, and how the tradition of the
avant-garde informs their identities as Jews. Fragmented identities, irony, skepticism, a sense of self as
"other" or "outsider," distrust of the literal, and belief in a tradition that questions rather than answers--these
are some of the qualities these poets see as common to themselves, the poetry they make, and the tradition
they work within.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Vazquez:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics).

Kenneth Allen:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important a new book Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics).
You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may
be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kevin Zavala:

This Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read
a lot of information you will get. That Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary
Poetics) without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) can
bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it
in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Bonnie Wilson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Radical Poetics and Secular Jewish Culture (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) when you
needed it?
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