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An innovative discussion of this unique genre of American literatureIn this fresh examination of
seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century American captivity narratives, author Lorrayne Carroll
argues that male editors and composers impersonated the women presumed to be authors of these
documents. This “gender impersonation” significantly shaped the authorial voice and complicated the use of
these texts as examples of historical writing and as women’s literature. Carroll contends that gender
impersonation was pervasive and that not enough critical attention has been paid to male intervention in
female accounts.Rhetorical Drag examines the familiar territory of captivity narratives, including versions of
Hannah Duston’s captivity, and widens it by analyzing numerous examples, placing each in a deeply
historicized context. For example, Mary Rowlandson’s The Soveraignty and Goodness of God is viewed as a
template against which later authors might differentiate their works rather than as a model. In this vein,
Carroll looks at how Cotton Mather shaped the narrative of Hannah Swarton in light of Rowlandson’s text
(itself thought to have been edited by his father) and according to the ideals of female behavior outlined in
his conduct book for women, Ornaments for the Daughters of Zion. A chapter on Quaker captivities
illuminates the practices of censorship among Friends.Furthermore, Carroll does original archival work on
the provenance of Susannah Johnson’s narrative and makes some interesting discoveries about the practices
of gender impersonation and collaborative composition that produced Johnson’s text. Using this narrative,
which appeared in the late eighteenth century, Carroll discusses the shift and evolution of gender norms in
the representation of women’s voices and embodied experience.Those interested in early American literary
studies and historiography as well as women’s and gender studies will find Rhetorical Drag a fascinating and
important addition to the literature.
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From reader reviews:

Staci Eager:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Rhetorical Drag: Gender
Impersonation, Captivity, and the Writing of History book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Emmaline Jett:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Rhetorical Drag: Gender Impersonation, Captivity,
and the Writing of History can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Pearl Moore:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Rhetorical Drag: Gender
Impersonation, Captivity, and the Writing of History that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Rhetorical Drag: Gender
Impersonation, Captivity, and the Writing of History become your current starter.

Evelyn Nay:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Rhetorical Drag: Gender Impersonation, Captivity, and the Writing of History will give you a new
experience in studying a book.
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