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Who was Jonathan Swift? Bruce Arnold's provocative book examines this enigmatic figure in the light of his
relationships - with his lover Esther Vanhomrigh ('Vanessa'), his ward Esther Johnston ('Stella'), and his
many great male friends: Congreve, Temple, Bolingbroke, Harley, Pope, Addison, Thomas Sheridan, and
others. Though often caricatured as a bitter misanthrope, Swift can only be properly understood if we
recognize his love of humanity and his capacity for friendship. Arnold traces this theme from Swift's youth
in Ireland and his literary and political apprenticeship at Moor Park in Surrey, and on through the years of
greatness - the brilliant satires and pamphlets, the Church diplomacy at the Court of Queen Anne, and the
great writings of his maturity: the Drapier's Letters, A Modest Proposal, and Gulliver's Travels. Here, for the
first time, Swift's long and varied life is illustrated through contemporary engravings of the places he lived
in, the people he knew, and the leading figures who defined his age.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hunnicutt:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Swift: An Illustrated Life why because the amazing cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Lorretta Cox:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Swift: An Illustrated Life offer
you a new experience in studying a book.

Edgar Villanueva:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Swift: An Illustrated Life
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Michael Velez:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list is Swift: An Illustrated Life. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.
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