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The art of listening lies at the heart of pastoral ministry. Listening establishes a genuine relationship between
persons and creates an environment for authentic dialogue. In this book Neil Pembroke provides a
comprehensive study of the art of listening within the congregational context and constructs a practical
theology of what it means to be a supportive, healing, growth-promoting caregiver.

Drawing on the insights of the dialogical philosophers Gabriel Marcel and Martin Buber, Pemborke provides
a new way of thinking about pastoral care and counseling. He takes two key concepts of theirs, availability
and confirmation, and applies them to the kind of ministry that pastors actually do. Availability has to do
with personal receptivity to the other, while confirmation involves struggling with the other in reaching for
his or her God-given psychological, moral, and spiritual potential. While these two concepts have clear links
with traditional pastoral categories such as empathy, acceptance, and genuineness, they also bring important
new dimensions to light, and Pembroke sets these new avenues for pastoral praxis in a biblical-theological
framework.

But pastors also sometimes fall short of the ideals of being available to and confirming of people seeking
their help. The second half of the book explores the shame associated with pastoral nonavailability and lack
of confirmation. While the debilitating effect of shame is usually highlighted, here its positive contribution is
developed. Building on James Fowler's work on the link between shame and conscience, Pembroke suggests
that shame can provide the stimulus for a conversion to a more faithful pastoral presence.

The first book to isolate and present in practical terms the essential components of effective pastoral care,
The Art of Listening is must reading for everyone currently practicing or studying for a vocation in pastoral
care and counseling.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Ray:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Art of Listening:
Dialogue, Shame, and Pastoral Care suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled The Art of Listening: Dialogue, Shame, and Pastoral Careis the main of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see
the represented of the world on this book.

Katherine Khan:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a publication. The book The Art of Listening: Dialogue, Shame, and Pastoral Care it is very good
to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book.
If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Darlene Heckart:

Beside this specific The Art of Listening: Dialogue, Shame, and Pastoral Care in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Art of Listening: Dialogue, Shame, and
Pastoral Care because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book
but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!

Harold Karr:

This The Art of Listening: Dialogue, Shame, and Pastoral Care is brand-new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Art of
Listening: Dialogue, Shame, and Pastoral Care can be the light food to suit your needs because the



information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this
e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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