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How do presidents lead? If presidential power is the power to persuade, why is there a lack of evidence of
presidential persuasion? George Edwards, one of the leading scholars of the American presidency, skillfully
uses this contradiction as a springboard to examine--and ultimately challenge--the dominant paradigm of
presidential leadership. The Strategic President contends that presidents cannot create opportunities for
change by persuading others to support their policies. Instead, successful presidents facilitate change by
recognizing opportunities and fashioning strategies and tactics to exploit them.

Edwards considers three extraordinary presidents--Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald
Reagan--and shows that despite their considerable rhetorical skills, the public was unresponsive to their
appeals for support. To achieve change, these leaders capitalized on existing public opinion. Edwards then
explores the prospects for other presidents to do the same to advance their policies. Turning to Congress, he
focuses first on the productive legislative periods of FDR, Lyndon Johnson, and Reagan, and finds that these
presidents recognized especially favorable conditions for passing their agendas and effectively exploited
these circumstances while they lasted. Edwards looks at presidents governing in less auspicious
circumstances, and reveals that whatever successes these presidents enjoyed also resulted from the interplay
of conditions and the presidents' skills at understanding and exploiting them.

The Strategic President revises the common assumptions of presidential scholarship and presents significant
lessons for presidents' basic strategies of governance.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Alvarado:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Strategic President:
Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership, you could tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Morris Reyna:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Strategic President:
Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Strategic President:
Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership become your personal starter.

Kathryn Patterson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership offer you a new experience
in examining a book.

Modesto Delarosa:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership we
can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this



book The Strategic President: Persuasion and Opportunity in Presidential Leadership. You can more inviting
than now.
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